296        Johnsons way of contracting names. [A.D. 1773.
It may also be observed, that Goldsmith was sometimes content to be treated with an easy familiarity, but, upon occasions, would be consequential and important. An instance of this occurred in a small particular. Johnson had a way of contracting the names of his friends; as Beauclerk, Beau; Boswell, Bozzy; Langton, Lanky; Murphy, Mur; Sheridan, Sherry1. I remember one day, when Tom Davies was telling that Dr. Johnson said,' We are all in labour for a name to Goldys play,' Goldsmith seemed displeased that such a liberty should be taken with his name, and said, 'I have often desired him not to call me Goldy*.' Tom was remarkably attentive to the most minute circumstance about Johnson. I recollect his telling me once, on my arrival in London,' Sir, our great friend has made an improvement on his appellation of old Mr. Sheridan. He calls him now Sherry derry!
'To THE REVEREND MR. BAGSHAW, AT BROMLEY3. ' SIR,
' I return you my sincere thanks for your additions to my Dictionary ; but the new edition has been published some time, and
who interrupted Goldsmith but a Swiss, Mr. Moser. the keeper of the Royal Academy (post, June 2, 1783). He adds that at a Royal Academy dinner Moser interrupted another person in the same way, when Johnson seemed preparing to speak, whereupon Goldsmith said,' Are you sure that you can comprehend what he says ?'
1  Edmund Burke he called Mund ; Dodsley, Doddy ; Derrick, Der-ry; Cumberland, Cumbey; Monboddo, Monny; Stockdale, Stockey. Mrs. Piozzi represents him in his youth as calling Edmund Hector ' dear Mund.'   Ante, i. 108, note.   Sheridan's father had been known as Sherry amongst Swift and his friends.    Swift's Works, ed. 1803, x. 256.
2  Mr. Forster (Life of Goldsmith, ii. 103) on this remarks :—' It was a courteous way of saying, " I wishjj/0« [Davies] wouldn't call me Goldy, whatever Mr. Johnson does."'   That he is wrong in this is shown by Boswell, in his letter to Johnson of Feb. 14, 1777, where he says:— 'You remember poor Goldsmith, when he grew important, and wished to appear Doctor Major, could not bear your calling him Goldy!   See also Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. 14,1773.
3  The Reverend Thomas Bagshaw, M.A., who died on November 20, 1787, in the seventy-seventh year of his age, Chaplain of Bromley College, in Kent, and Rector of Southfleet.   He had resigned the cure
therefore
*kj book for any sum.'   Southey wrote in 1816 (Life and Carres, iv. 206):—' I wish to avoid a conference which will only sink me in Lord Liverpool's judgment; what there may be in me is not payable at sight; give me leisure and I feel my strength.'    Rous-
